
Welcome to our second newsletter of the school year. We have had a busy term learning about science, 
finishing with celebrating British Science Week. Here are some examples of the children’s science from each 
year group as well as some information and photos from British Science Week and some science activities that 
will hopefully inspire you to do more science at home too! 

Science at St. Louis Catholic Primary School

Reception have been learning about 
how to care for plants and describing 
the changes they have seen as they 
have grown. They have been on a 
spring walk to look for signs of spring 
around our school. 

They have learnt
about different animals,
including matching animals
to their young and beginning
to learn about camouflage. 
They have learnt about 
which animals hatch from 
eggs and were amazed at 
watching chicks hatch in an 
incubator in their classroom.



This term Year 1 have been 
introduced to a range of basic 
materials and their properties 
through the topics ‘naming 
and describing materials‘ and 
‘properties and uses of 
materials.’ They have 
completed simple 
investigations looking at the 
best type of paper to use and 
how far does a sick stretch. 
They have also taken part in 
the RSPB Big School Birdwatch.

Year 2 have built upon what they learnt in Year 1 and 
have been ‘growing seeds and bulbs.’ They have 
investigated the best way to plant a seed and if the size 
of a seed affects the height the plant will grow.
They have been learning about ‘growing up’ 
considering the basic needs of humans for survival 
(food, water, air), the need for warmth and shelter, and 
additional needs for health and wellbeing.



Year 3 children have explored ‘forces: friction and 
magnets’ and have completed investigations exploring 
forces and using magnets. They have built on their 
knowledge of the human body developed in Key Stage 
1 in ‘movement and nutrition in the human body’ 
looking at nutrition, skeletons and muscles.

Year 4 have learnt about some of the positive and 
negative ways that humans change the environment, 
locally and globally, with a particular focus on how this 
affects other living things in the topic ‘human impact’. 
They have also been learning about ‘digestion and food 
chains.’ They have been looking at the simple functions of 
the basic parts of the digestive system in humans, 
identifying the different types of teeth in humans and 
their simple functions. They have also constructed and 
interpreted a variety of food chains, identifying 
producers, predators and prey. 



Year 5 children have
developed their 
knowledge of the 
Earth’s (and other 
planets’) place in the 
solar system, and their 
relationships with other 
bodies in space, in 
particular with the Sun.
They have also been 
looking at the ‘circle of 
life.’ They compared 
different life cycles, 
identifying common 
features as well as 
explaining key 
differences. They also 
learnt about 
reproduction in plants 
and animals.

Year 6 have built upon their 
knowledge how light travels 
and investigating shadows 
in ‘what light does.’ In 
‘human circulation’ they 
have learnt about the 
human circulatory system 
and how it enables their 
bodies to function.



This term EYFS and Key 
Stage 1 were very lucky 
to have the experience 
of watching eggs hatch 
into chicks. Year 2 have 
used this to learn 
about animal life cycles 
by observing how the 
chicks changed over 
time. A very big thank 
you to the PTA for 
funding this amazing 
interactive learning 
opportunity.

Upcoming Science related events
Earth Day- 22nd April  https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/earth-day
World Oceans Day – 8th June – See science fun at home activities 
Clean Air Day - 20th June – See science fun at home activities 
The Great Exhibition Road Festival – 7th - 8th June - A weekend of free events in South 
Kensington (booking is required for some activities) celebrating how science and the 

arts help people, communities and nature flourish

Home - The Great Exhibition Road Festival

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/earth-day
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/make-it-fly/
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/make-it-fly/
https://www.greatexhibitionroadfestival.co.uk/




You can also find some 
activities from the 
Imperial College London 
which you can do at 
home.
https://www.imperial.ac.
uk/be-inspired/schools-
outreach/primary-
schools/stem-
enrichment/science-
resources/home-science-
experiments/

Why not try these special 
science activities at home!
We would love to see any 
photos from any science 
related activities you 
complete at home. You 
may even appear in the 
next newsletter! Please 
email these to the school 
office FAO Science leader.

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/be-inspired/schools-outreach/primary-schools/stem-enrichment/science-resources/home-science-experiments/


British Science Week
Class activities

This year we decided to have a whole school child led activity 
with all children completing a ‘rocket mouse’ investigation. 

Nursery and Reception made rocket mice using straws, 
seeing how far they could send the mice. They had to roll a 
piece of paper around a pencil to make the rocket and had 
fun shooting them across their playgrounds. 

Nursery

Reception



Children from Key Stage 1 and 2 chose their own 

investigation, ranging from does a big milk bottle make 

the mouse go further to does the material of the mouse 

change how far it travels? They then created a poster 

to show their results.
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British Science Week
Visits from real life scientists!

Many classes were also lucky to have a visit from 
a parent volunteer who is a ‘real scientist’ with a 
science related job. Children found out how 
identical our DNA is to chimpanzees, made gene 
bracelets and even extracted DNA from a 
strawberry. They found out some interesting facts: 
our DNA is 50% identical to that of a banana’s! We 
have 100 billion miles of DNA from all our cells if 
laid out end to end, that would stretch from the 
Earth to the Sun 30 times! Thank you again to 
Nathalie for coming into school.



British Science Week
Poster Competition

Well done to those children who entered the poster 
competition. We were very impressed with the quality of the 
posters. The winners were Dev (Reception), Olivia (Year 

2), Ella (Year 4), Valerie (Year 4) and  Oliwia (Year 5).


